
Updated MDHHS Order - "Three-Week Pause" 

 

On November 15, 2020, the Michigan Department of 

Health and Human Services (MDHHS) issued a new 

Emergency Order which goes into effect on November 18, and 

continues through December 8.  The face mask mandate 

continues unchanged. 

The restrictions on indoor/outdoor gatherings have been 

updated as follows: 

 Indoor residential gatherings are limited to no more than 10 persons from no more than 

two households. 

 All gatherings at non-residential indoor spaces are prohibited.  

 Outdoor residential gatherings are limited to 25 or fewer people from no more than three 

households. 

 Outdoor gatherings at non-residential venues are limited to 25 or fewer persons, 

and  

o For venues without fixed seating, attendance is limited to 20 persons per 1,000 

square feet. 

o For venues with fixed seating, attendance is limited to 20% of seating capacity. 

Gatherings are now prohibited at all entertainment 

venues, including auditoriums, cinemas, conference centers, 

sporting venues, and all recreational facilities and public 

amusement, including amusement parks, bowling alleys and rinks. 

For food service establishments, patrons are not 

permitted to eat indoors, except in medical facilities, school 

cafeterias and shelters.  Outdoor dining is permitted but restricted to no more than 6 people at a 

table and tables must be spaced 6 feet apart. 

Retail stores must limit capacity to 30% of total occupancy limits (previously 50% 

occupancy), and must ensure patrons stand 6 feet apart while waiting for entry and checkout. 

Exercise facilities must space 12 feet of distance between occupied workout stations, 

and all group fitness classes and activities are prohibited. 

Personal care service providers are only permitted to offer services that do not involve 

the removal of a face mask, and all services must be provided by appointment. Gatherings in 

waiting rooms are prohibited. 



There are additional restrictions for schools, colleges and universities, as well as 

organized sports. 

In addition, there are new contact tracing requirements for businesses. Upon request, 

businesses, schools, and other facilities must provide names and phone numbers of 

individuals with possible COVID-19 exposure to MDHHS and local health departments to 

aid in contact tracing and case investigation efforts.  Data collected under this section: 

1. Must not be sold, or used for sales or marketing purposes without the express 

consent of each patron; 

2. Must be protected as confidential information to the fullest extent of the law; 

3. Must not be provided to law enforcement or immigration officials except upon 

receipt of a lawful subpoena from a court or other lawful court order; 

4. Must be retained for 28 days by the collecting organization, after which time the 

data must be destroyed.  If facilities use existing data to fulfill this requirement, 

they may instead follow their own pre-existing data retention and destruction 

policies at the conclusion of the 28-day retention period. 

Please note the restrictions on gatherings do not apply to workplaces; continue to 

refer to the October 14 MIOSHA guidelines for the most recent workplace guidance. 

View the full Epidemic Order here and the updated Infographic here. 

 

This memo is intended only as a summary and general overview.  If you have any 

questions or would like legal advice regarding the above or any other employment issue, 

please contact David Lawrence or Stacey DiDomenico. 
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